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SUBJECT: REPORTED NORTH VIETNAMESE ADVISORS IN SYRIA 

1 . WASHINGTON POST JANUARY 30 CARRIED ARTICLE BY JIM 
HOAGLAND WHICH CLAIMED IN PART "NEW CONTINGENTS OF NORTH 
VIETNAMESE ADVISORS AND LARGER NUMBERS OF NORTH KOREAN AND 
CUBAN TECHNICIANS HAVE ARRIVED (IN DAMASCUS) OVER THE PAST 

12 MONTHS TO JOIN THE ESTIMATED 3,000 SOVIET ADVISORS.... 

ALTHOUGH ESTIMATES VARY, THE COMBINED PRESENCE OF NORTH 
VIETNAMESE, NORTH KOREANS AND CUBANS IS PUT AT 1,000 TO 
1,500 MEN, ACCORDING TO ARAB SOURCES. THE CUBANS ARE 
WORKING WITH ARMORED UNITS WHILE THE KOREANS AND VIETNAMESE 
ARE CONCENTRATING ON AIR DEFENSE." 
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2. DEPARTMENT WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ANY INFORMATION CON 
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FIRMING PRESENCE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE AMONG OTHER ADVISORS 
IN SYRIA. 

3. IT OUR IMPRESSION THAT CUBAN MILITARY PERSONNEL ALL LEFT 
SYRIA SOME TIME AGO, AND THERE IS SOME DOUBT ABOUT STATUS 
OF NORTH KOREAN ADVISORS. IF THERE IS ANY NEW INFORMATION 
ON THESE TWO GROUPS. THAT WOULD BE OF INTEREST. INGERSOLL 
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